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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method for managing transactions and settlements 
by using: 

a supplier system used by a supplier who issues an invoice; 
a buyer system used by a buyer who receives the invoice; 

a second finance system which has a bank account of the supplier, and a first finance 
system which has a bank account of the buyer and performs deposit/withdrawal processing from 
the bank account of said buyer to the bank account of said supplier; and 

a server which is connected communicably with said supplier system, said buyer system, 
ffsaidB a-first finance system via a communication network, 
wherein the method comprises steps in which: 

the server receives, from said supplier system, an electronic invoice on which a 
unique identification code for identifying said invoice is generated by said supplier system; 
said server registers said received electronic invoice in a database; 
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the server transmits, to said buyer system, a GUI screen for showing contents of 
said electronic invoice registered in said database and for allowing said buyer to approve the 
contents of said electronic invoice, and causes the buyer system to display the GUI screen; 

said server or buyer system automatically creates a transfer request telegraphic 
message having said unique identification code written on said registered electronic invoice, on 
the basis of said registered electronic invoice approved by said buyer, in response to that said 
buyer has approved the contents of said electronic invoice displayed on said GUI screen by said 
buyer system, and then transmits the transfer request telegraphic message to said first finance 
system; 

upon reception of the transfer request telegraphic message having said unique 
identification code, said first finance system performs the deposit/withdrawal processing for a 
payment of the approved electronic invoice having said unique identification code , in the 
deposit/withdrawal processing, the amount of the approved electronic invoice is withdrawn from 
the bank account of the buyer and deposited into the bank account of the supplier , and said 
unique identification code in the transfer request telegraphic message is transmitted from said 
first finance system to said second finance system ; and 

said second finance system transmits, to said server or said supplier system, an 
electronic deposit/withdrawal detailed statement describing that a deposit is made to the bank 
account of said supplier, the electronic deposit/withdrawal detailed statement having said unique 
identification code received from said first finance system . 
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whereby said server or said supplier is enabled to specify which o n e is the paid-electronic 
invoice the am o u nt of wh ic h has been de posited into the bank acc ount of the supplier , by means 
of said unique identification code possessed by the electronic deposit/withdrawal detailed 
statement which is received from said finance system^ 

-wherei n s aid s er v er s yste m-manag es the status of e a ch, el e ctro ni c i n voic e as o p e n ed, 




Claim 2 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step in which: 

when the supplier system receives the electronic deposit/withdrawal detailed statement, 
the supplier system automatically searches an electronic invoice having the unique identification 
code possessed by the deposit/withdrawal detailed statement, from among a plurality of 
electronic invoices held by the supplier system, and reconciles the searched electronic invoice. 

Claims 3-10 (Cancelled) 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended): A server in a management system for transactions and 
settlements, comprising: 

a supplier system used by a supplier who issues an invoice; 
a buyer system used by a buyer who receives the invoice; 
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a second finance system which manages a bank account of the supplier, and a first 
finance system which manages a bank account of the buyer, and performs deposit/withdrawal 
processing from the bank account of said buyer to the bank account of said supplier; and 

a server which is connected communicably with said supplier system, said buyer system, 
and said first finance system via a communication network, 

wherein once said first finance system receives a transfer request telegraphic message for 
an electronic invoice, the transfer request telegraphic message having an identification code, said 
first finance system report-s-te-t h e se rv e r th a 4r^~ w it M ^ the bank account of the 

buyer through t h e deposit/ w ithd rawal processing, performs the deposit/withdrawal processing for 
a payment of said electronic invoice, in the de posi t/w ithdrawa l processing, the amount of the 
approved electronic invoice is withdrawn from the bank account of the buyer and deposited into 
the bank account of the suppl ie r , an d sai d u ni que ident i ficati on code in the transfer request: 
telegraphic message is transmitted from said first finance system to said second finance system, 
and said second finance system is capable of transmitting an electronic deposit/withdrawal 
detailed statement having said identification code written on th e transfer r eq ^estr-tel e graphic 
messagc reccive from said first finance system to said server or said supplier system, 

said server comprising: 

means for receiving, from said supplier system, an electronic invoice on which a 
unique identification code for identifying said electronic invoice is written by said supplier 
system; 

means for registering said received electronic invoice in a database; 
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means for transmitting, to said buyer system, a GUI screen for showing contents of 
said electronic invoice registered in said database and for allowing said buyer to approve the 
contents of said electronic invoice, and causing the buyer system to display the GUI screen; and 

means for automatically creating a payment request telegraphic message having said 
unique identification code written on said registered electronic invoice, on the basis of said 
registered electronic invoice approved by said buyer, in response to that said buyer has approved 
the contents of said electronic invoice on said GUI screen displayed by said buyer system, and 
then transmitting the transfer request telegraphic message to said first finance system^ 
wher ein said s e rver system manages the status of each electroni e4fl voi c e as opened, 

finance s yst e m of the electro ni c i nvoice s tatus using said unique iden tif i ca t i on code - 

Claim 12 {Cancelled) 
Claim 13 {Cancelled) 

Claim 14 {Previously presented): The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the steps in which: 

said server registers a status of said registered electronic invoice in a database; 

said first finance system notifies said server of a withdrawal from the bank account of 
said buyer by means of said deposit/withdrawal processing; 

said server updates the status of said electronic invoice managed in said database to 
transfer request in progress, when said transfer request telegraphic message is transmitted to said 



U.S. Serial Number 10/694,269 

Page 7 

first finance system or when said finance system notifies of a withdrawal from the bank account 
of said buyer by said deposit/withdrawal processing; and 

said server notifies said supplier system of the updated status. 

Claim 15 {Previously presented): The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising the step in which: 

the server updates the status of the electronic invoice managed in said database to an 
opened status, when transmitting, to said buyer system, said GUI screen showing the contents of 
said electronic invoice, and causing said buyer system to display said GUI screen. 

Claim 16 (Previously presented): The method according to claim 14, further 
comprising: 

a calendar GUI preparation step in which said server prepares a calendar GUI screen 
displaying a calendar; 

an invoice mark pasting step in which said server automatically pastes a mark indicating 
the electronic invoice registered in said database and the status of the electronic invoice managed 
in said database, in a space for a date of receipt of said electronic invoice, on the calendar of said 
GUI screen; 

a calendar GUI supplying step in which said server supplies said calendar GUI screen 
that has the mark of said electronic invoice and the status thereof pasted thereon, to said buyer 
system, and causes said buyer system to display said calendar GUI screen; and 

a mark changing step in which said server changes display of the mark pasted on said 
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calendar to display showing the status obtained after the change, in response to a change of the 
status managed in said database for the electronic invoice indicated by the mark. 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein said server 
manager manages the status of each electronic invoice as opened^ and transfer request in 
progress, and pa i d, and notifies at least said supplier system of s aid supplier s ystem, s aid buy er 
systeffl-sa^-seeoftd^ s ys te m of t h e elec tron i c i n voiee-stafes 

using said uniq u e identif i catio n code. 

Claim 18 (Currently amended): The server according to claim 11, wherein said server 
manages the status of each electronic invoice as opened^ and transfer request in progressrand 
pa-id, and notifies at-least-said supplier system of said suppli e r syst e m, said^myeiH^tefnr^M 
■fast-fi nance system - and. said second finance s y s tem of th e e l ec tr o nic invoice status using s aid 
u niq ue i d e n t ific ati o n -eode. 



